Dorothy McDonald-Hyde was the first elected

female Indigenous chief in Alberta. After being a Grou nd Zero Prod uctions
band manager for several years in the seventies, she

served four terms as chief between 1980 and 1992. presents

During this time, she laid the groundwork to acquire

the basic services for the community that they enjoy

today, such as water and sewer facilities and fire

services. /
Dorothy was a pioneer in the development of O l l I < : I z |V< :r

! consultation models, regulatory boards, and agencies

that protect Fort McKay and other First Nations.
According to Dorothy’s husband, Rod Hyde, “the surrounding oil companies
were often dismissive to the needs of the people of Fort McKay before
Dorothy’s tenure as chief.” Starting in 1980, Dorothy’s planning was
instrumental in the development of Fort McKay’s administration and the 1986
incorporation of the Fort McKay Group of Companies.

Dorothy was also a champion of traditional rights and human rights. She
became famous as the first person to successfully take a stand against
powerful industry giants that were profiting from her homelands. She fought
numerous battles for trappers’ rights, women'’s rights, children’s rights,
safety and protection of the environment.
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On The River

Songs

1. Niply - Cree: Mamawi ohtawimaw eki miykoyahk niply manacihtatan
Translation: The Creator has given us water, let’s take care of it.
Dancers

Honour Song

Blockade

When I Was Young

Ten Little Lawyers

N o v s wDN

Home - Cree: Nikaskéyihtin nikih ndhté-kiwan
Translation: I miss my home. I want to go home.
Our Warrior

Niply - reprise

Songs composed by Asani (Debbie Houle, Sherryl Sewepagaham, Sarah
Pocklington) & Maria Dunn; performed by Debbie Houle, Sherryl Sewepagaham,
Maria Dunn.

Videographer: Don Bouzek

Interviews conducted by Jean L'Hommecourt, Sally Whitefish, Maria Dunn.

Dorothy McDonald footage from the film, “Many Branches” by Gregory Coyes
and Marilyn Dumont.

Additional footage: Berteig Art & Industry.

The performance is approximately 1 hour long.

The Performi ng Artists

Debbie Houle is Cree-Dene from the Elizabeth Métis Settlement,
working as an artist and community builder in Edmonton’s Indigenous
community for over 30 years. A founding member of now-retired
Indigenous women'’s trio, Asani (Juno-nominated, who collaborated in
developing On The River), in 2020 Debbie joined Cree women Sherryl
Sewepagaham, Donita Large and Cindy Paul, to form Nipisiy. She
also performs regularly with AV & The Inner City and recently
embarked on her own journey of solo songwriting.

Sherryl Sewepagaham, a dynamic Cree-Dene artist from Little Red
River Cree Nation, Northern Alberta, blends her heritage with artistry,
composition, and education. She is a PhD scholar at UBC, composer,
song keeper, and performance artist. Her compositions enriching Cree
narratives are celebrated in national choir commissions and international
performances with the acclaimed trio, Asani, including a 2010 Canadian
Folk Music Award (CFMA) & 2006 Juno Nomination for their recordings.

Maria Dunn is a Scottish-born immigrant/settler and Alberta-based
(Amiskwaciwaskahikan/Edmonton) songwriter who draws deeply on the
folk tradition of storytelling through song. Her accolades for her solo
works include: 2022 Juno Award (Traditional Roots Album), 2016
Edmonton Music Prize, 2017 & 2002 Juno nominations. Penguin Eggs
Magazine (2016) "...one of our most important and vital songwriters...”
www.mariadunn.com
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